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Our Mission
To foster Japanese and American understanding by providing an opportunity to 

learn about Japan, it’s people, language and culture.

June Luncheon
“Farewell to Manzanar”

Society goes to Texas 
Ranger’s Ballpark

Fort Worth Japanese Society Benefit

July Luncheon
Celebrating “Tanabatsu”
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June Luncheon
Sunday, June 24, 2012 - 12:30pm to 2:30pm

Yamagata Center, 3608 Park Lake Drive, Fort Worth

At our June luncheon we will view the film,
“Farewell to Manzanar,” a story about
Japanese Americans who were unjustly
incarcerated (imprisoned) during World War
II. This movie was first shown on TV, and
has rarely been seen for 35 years. The
Japanese American National Museum
negotiated with the television network to
bring this historic film out of the vault and
back into the public. This story was written
by Jeanne Wakatsuki and James Houston
and was the first to be made with Japanese
performers and film makers.performers and film makers.

This film is already a modern classic, often
compared to the Diary of Anne Fank – it will
be enjoyable as well as an education about
the Japanese in America during WW II.

Luncheon will be barbecue prepared by
Sam Sumner and Elishia
Flowers. Everyone raved about Sam and
Elishia’s great tasting barbecue so we’re
bringing it back by popular demand. $12 for
adults, $8 for children 8 to 12 and no charge
for children under 8.

Please RSVP as soon as you can and no
later than Tuesday, June 19 by return email
or email to inquiries@fwjs.org or call
Nobuko Foshee at 817-738-4524.



Join us at the Rangers Ballpark 
on Tuesday evening, August 28 th

In conjunction with the Japanese guests visiting here for the 22nd

Japan-America Grassroots Summit, the Texas Rangers have themed 
their August 28th evening game as “Japan America Friendship Night.”

The Fort Worth Japanese Society is organizing our group and leasing 
a bus to take us all there.  The cost will be about $50 per person ($53  
ballpark seats discounted to $26 plus bus and tips/tax).   We’ll meet in 
Fort Worth at about 6:00PM on the 28th to take the bus.  We’ll provide 
more details, but make your reservation now by calling Harvey 
Yamagata at 817-737-9166, or Nobuko Foshee at 817-7 38-4524, or 
email to: inquiries@fwjs.org.



The Fort Worth Japanese Society will present a “Taste of Japan”, to be held on Friday,
September 14, 2012 from 6:00pm at the Fort Worth Japanese Garden. This event will
honor two of our founding members, Elaine Yamagata and Al Komatsu. In addition to the
important roles Elaine and Al played in making our society possible, we wish to honor the
significant contributions each have made to the North Texas community.

The event will raise funds for renovating the Japanese Society building. Renovations will
include everything from new paint, refinishing the floor and replacing kitchen appliances
and cabinets to fixing up the bathrooms. Window treatments, an outside sign, wood trim
for the inside walls, and decorative touches are also on the list of desired improvements.
The new décor will have a Japanese look, an effort to enhance the image of the society
and provide an environment pleasing to members and guests.

The Taste of Japan event will feature a silent auction, live auction, and ticket sales. A
variety of Japanese food will be served. Demonstrations of origami, calligraphy, taiko
drums, and sushi are planned. Tickets for the event are $50 for an individual. Corporate
or family sponsorships are available for: Maple $250, Ginko $500 and Sakura $1,000.
Names of sponsors will be displayed on a Japanese scroll in the Fort Worth Japanese

Taste of Japan
Society Benefit - September 14

Names of sponsors will be displayed on a Japanese scroll in the Fort Worth Japanese
Society building.

For this event to be a success we need the support of our member s, specifically for
the following:

Silent Auction Items:
We are collecting a variety of Japanese items including: dish sets, collectable dolls, gift
items, gift cards from Japanese restaurants, art work, gift certificates for goods and
services that you provide (or from local businesses), tea sets, sake sets, yukata, kimono,
ikebana arrangements, etc.

Live Auction Items:
Weekend at a vacation resort you own, or if you are willing to purchase a vacation and
donate it. For example, the Dunaways have donated a weekend in Fredericksburg, 2
night stay at a bed and breakfast, dinner at the Navajo Grill, wine from Becker Vineyard,
chocolates from Chocolat European Chocolates, valued at $500.00. Other ideas include
garden sculptures/art such as a Japanese stone lantern or stone basin, a weekend
fishing or hunting trip, or a dinner party at the purchaser’s home. Restaurant chefs
donate dinner parties with wine pairings, so if you know someone in the food industry, it
wouldn’t hurt to ask. A case of fine wine is also a popular auction item. We are looking
for high dollar value items for the live auction, starting at the $250.

Contact Julia Dunaway at 817-919-7761 or e-mail juliadunaway@gmail.com if you would
like to donate an auction item.
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Society News
We certainly made our society name known in April and May. Our members performed
calligraphy demonstrations at the Main Street Arts Festival on April 21st and 22nd, at Daimler
Mercedes Benz Financial’s Asian Day on April 23rd, at the Spring Japanese Garden
Festival on April 28th and 29th and again at the Shinjuku Station restaurant during Magnolia
Street Arts Goggle on May 19th. Our Don Doko Taiko group performed at American
Airlines’ celebration of their Japan-DFW flight (American has been providing our grand
prize for our annual raffle for many years, so this was certainly worthwhile). Our ladies
gave a Japanese kimono demonstration to an enthusiastic and appreciative group from the
Sister Cities Nagaoka committee. Mix in our monthly luncheons, Japanese language,
cooking, classical dance and Kurumi Ningyo classes and you have a good picture of why
our society is thriving (and busy!).

The Spring Festival in the Japanese Garden was again a great event. The Fort Worth
Botanic Society recognized our participation in the brochure and their board issued a
statement expressing their gratitude for our contribution. We have over 50 volunteers who
help make this a success every spring and fall.

Our May Luncheon featured John Powell who spoke about how to properly plant and
nurture Japanese vegetables in our Texas environment. A raffle was conducted to give
attendees plants grown by Julia Dunaway . Hiyashi Chuka Soba and an “Ice Cream Social”
were served and thoroughly enjoyed by over forty members of all ages. Elishia Flowers did
an amazing job of putting up beautiful decorations and creating a fantastic ice creaman amazing job of putting up beautiful decorations and creating a fantastic ice cream
sundae/float table with a huge assortment of toppings, everything from chopped up candy
bars to cookies, brownies, cupcakes, a big fresh fruit platter, nuts, whipping cream, etc. We
had vanilla, strawberry, chocolate, red bean, green tea, and mochi ice cream to choose
from.

UPCOMING EVENTS

June Luncheon – Sunday 24 from 12:30PM
Our June Luncheon will feature the film, “Farewell to Manzanar,” a made for TV movie
about Japanese Americans who were unjustly incarcerated (imprisoned) during World War
II. This movie was the first to be made with Japanese performers and film makers and was
left to gather dust until the Japanese American National Museum was able to negotiate its
re-release. Luncheon will be barbecue prepared by Sam Sumner and Elishia Flowers.
Those who enjoyed their barbecue last year raved about how it was the best they’ve ever
had. $12 for adults, $8 for children 8 to 12 and no charge for children under 8.

Sons and Daughters of the Sun and Star – June 16th to July 7th (S aturdays only)
Texas Christian University and Hiroshima City University have organized an exchange art
exhibit by their art students. The exhibit is open only on Saturdays from 12:00 noon to 5:00
pm at Fort Worth Contemporary Arts, 2900 West Berry Street, Fort Worth. Learn more
about the exhibit at www.sonsanddaughtersofthesunandstar.org/

Continued



Society News – continued

August 28 - Japan-America Friendship Night at Texas Rangers
The Texas Rangers are arranging for a Japanese themed evening game on August
28th. There is no way to guarantee that Yu Darvish will be the pitcher for that game,
but we, along with the Japan-American Society of Dallas/Fort Worth, the Dallas
Japanese Society, Fort Worth Friendship Force will participate. If there are enough
Fort Worth Society members going, we will rent a bus to take us all there. Look for
more news as this event takes shape.

Japan American Grass Roots Summit – August 28 – September 3, 2 012
This event will bring about 250 Japanese to North Texas to experience American
Culture. Society members are acting as translators and host families. More
information will be sent to you later.

Japanese Language Class

Summer Sessions have already started. Please refer to fwjs.org for fall semester.

Fall Semester 2012:
Mondays, 6:00pm - 7:30pm
(Thursday classes may be added depending on number of students and teacher's
availability. )availability. )
September 17, 24
October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
November 5, 12, 26
December 3, 10
NEW!! Upcoming Events in Summer
Friday, June 15, 10:00 - 1:30 Summer Day Camp: Art & Cooking
Friday, August 10, 5:30 - 8:30 Japanese Game Night/Parents Night Out

For more information please visit our website www.fwjs.org

Kurumi Ningyo
Will meet on Wednesdays, June 6th and 20th. Contact Nobuko Foshee at 817-738-
4524.
Japanese Classical Dance
Every Monday from 11:00AM. Contact Teruko Greene at 817-294-2224.
Dondoko Taiko Drummers
Every Sunday from 6:00PM. Contact Asako Cosby at 817-737-6581.
Library
Open during Kurumi Ningyo or Dondoko Taiko Drum classes.
Chorus
Contact Mrs. Yamagata at 817-737-7600
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MEMBERSHIP FORM for 2012 Date ____________

Name _____________________________________  Born/Raised _________________________
City/State/Country

Name _____________________________________  Born/Raised _________________________
City/State/Country

Current Address:  No. & Street _____________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________________

Tel. No. Home ______________________________  Work _____________________________

Email ________________________________________________________________________ 

I would like to receive my newsletter by  (check one):                  Mail                       eMail

I would like to be notified of coming events by (check one):        Telephone              eMail

If you will let us know what activities are of interest to you, such as Japanese Dance, volunteer at our the
Fall and Spring Japanese Garden Festival, etc., let us know.  Also, if you wish, let us know your age range 
and we will let you know what activities might be of interest to you.  Your comments: ___________________

________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please mark (x) in front of the classification you are joining. 

____ Family Membership $40.00 

____ Single Membership $30.00 

____ Associate Membership (Students) $20.00 

Make check payable to Fort Worth Japanese Society.

Mail to: Fort Worth Japanese Society

c/o Harvey Yamagata

4220 Ridgehaven Road

Fort Worth, TX 76116

Optional: Membership dues do not cover all expenses such as maintaining our building which 
facilitates all our activities.  These expenses are augmented by donations and fund raising events. 
If you wish to make a donation at this time, please mark (X) in front of the level of donation.

___ Maple $10.00 - $49.99

___ Ginko $50.00 - $99.99

___ Sakura $100 and over.

Donations will be recognized in our newsletter. The Fort Worth Japanese Society is a not-for-profit 
organization and contributions are tax deductible.
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3608 Park Lake
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SAVE THE DATE

Sunday, June 24 th from 12:30 to about 2:30pm – Monthly Luncheon
We will view “Farewell to Manzanar,” a film about the internment of Japanese-
Americans during WW II. Barbecue luncheon. $12 for adults and $8 for children
from 8 to 12 years old and no charge for children under 8.

Sunday, July 15 th from 12:30 to about 2:30pm – Monthly Luncheon
We will celebrate the Japanese festival “Tanabata” also called the Star Festival (star-
crossed lovers). Luncheon will be grilled yakitori. $12 for adults and $8 for children
from 8 to 12 years old and no charge for children under 8.

Tuesday, August 28 th from 6pm - Japan America Friendship Night at the
Rangers Ballpark
Our last group trip to the ballpark was an event we still talk about. This will be just as
great. Don’t miss this!

Friday, September 14 th from 6PM – A Taste of Japan
Our first ever benefit ,honoring Elaine Yamagata and Al Komatsu to be held at the
Fort Worth Japanese Gardens. See details inside this newsletter..

Fort Worth Japanese Society 3608 Park Lake Drive
Tel: 817-294-5004 www.fwjs.org Fort Worth, TX 76133


